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Rsference 1s msde Lo Howse Rill No. 13590

of the Caorgia General Assesbly which provides for

changas in meyor and aldormam elsctions in the City
ef Conyers, Caorgia, vhizh you submitted to the
Atterasy Gomara! pursumt to Section 3 o the Votimg
Rights Act of 1563, Yeur mubmiszion wex received
an Nevanber 1; !?71.

Gur exzxination of your submiselcon snd
sther voting changes made im Comy=rz, GQeorgiz
subsegusnt to Woveaber 1365, indicates thet the
eity elactions sinze 1965 Rhave been held under
procedures which werz 85t reviswed by the District
Court for th= Diastrizt ef Colwshia or the Artormey
Genrral as $3 required by Section §. After carvefully
conzidering the changes submitted, I commet comslude -
that the prowvisionz regquiring sldermen to run for
mmbered posts, that the mayor and aldermps must
rsceive a2 majority of wotes cast and that twe
dlderoen must vun far offlice smach year do aot havs
ths effevt of abridging voting rights ot sccount of
race of eolsr. Thersiore, I mmst istarpose sn objcction
te the admimistration of thess voting changes.
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In sccerdamce with your vequast we have
glven the Conyors submission expaditad goasideratien,
and twenty-mine days remsin before the expiration
of the 60-day parisd the Atteracy Ceners! hss for
eonsidaring Section 5 submissions., Sbonld you wish
to prasent sdditiemal justification for the changes,
or svidenca that their implementation wuld wot
wislata Baction 5 of the Vetiag Rights Act, we will
re-sxsmine this matter,

Of course, as provided feor by Section 3, you
have s altarnative of fnstituting em sction in the
- Yuited Btates Bistrist Cowrt for the B et ef
Colmmdia for declarastory fudgnest thal changes
do ver have the purpozae and will met the affect
of denying or sbridging the rvight to SR account

of race or celoar.

TH;

Siacerely,

BAVID L. ICRMAK
Aasistant Attorney Gemarsl
Civil Rights Bivision
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Mr. C. R. Vsughn, Jv,
vaugha & Berkzdale
Attorneys at lav
Foet OFfice Box 410

Conyezrs, Georgia X207

Dear Mr. Veughn:

This {3 i{n reference to your roquest for
reconsiderstion by the Attorney Goneral of his
decision of Dscecber 2, 1971, to interpose am objection
to the irplementation of voting changse which hsve
been proposed by smendmsats to the Counyers, Georgls
Cicy Charter,

We have carefully coasidered toc additionsl
faformntica zhat you seat on Decaxbor 10, sleng with
that {nforzaticn which you subaittad taftislly for
the Attorosy Gemeral's spproval. Uhile we recognice
the comrecndablo work that you Leve dome {n the inte-
gratica of your publie sctool system, polica deper:-
ment, #ad in otlwr sywas lavoiving egual righte for
taclal minuvities, we still counot €ind 3 dasie for
withdrgsing the Arcovney General's previmes decisien
to tarerpyse an obiection to iwplocaatation of the
Chartsr dnondmencs,

&y you may keow, buefere & deciaisu 13 uale
under Scction 5 by the Attoruey Genersl, ha datarmioes
viather tho actiocn befng taken would b.wc the effect
of diminizhing the voting Tights of raciel minoritias.
If this i3 found to ba the case, it ic Lseestarial to
the sttormey Ceaarsl's declsion tRit £he subalitting
authority did so: purposefully intend chst the chaage
have ant gdverse raclal effect. It is our opinion that
the sction you have tazken substantially dinianishas the
possibilicties of heving the ropresenrtative ef a minority
group elected to the city cowncil and oux objecctoh tl
basod ou that affect.
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You heve raised the point en page 4 of
10 that Section 1407 of 5“2.4,
of Gecrgia Aanotsted reguirss sll cendidates in a
mmicipel electisn t» receive g majority of the votss
slected when the charter of the
ty in questisa does mot specificsally spell eut a
plurzlity vots roguiremsut for electica. Bection S of
the VYoting Rights Act of 1965 applises to sll standards,
practices, Or precedimes with reszpect te veoting which
aTe sought te be sdministered and which sre 4iffereat
from those in effect on Fovember 1, 1964. C(Clearly,
perssnas being elected in Conyers prinr to the most recent
election were required to haveaas plurality of the votes
cast in order to win, znd this standard was chauged to
& majority vote requiremeat. Evem if it is sssummd
that the change was decessary umder state iswv, sad the
pravious prectics was not predicated on a statutory
requirensent, the sodifi{cation of voting procedures in
Conyers {s covered by Section S, It was just this type
of situetion that tha Suprems Court examined sand decided
in Perkims v. Hatthews 480 U.3. 379 (1971).

You slso meted that {m u receat esce s federsl
judge allowed camdidstes for the Rockdale Coumty Board
of Kducation to run frem designated post positioms,
However, ths schwel bogrd case does not appesr to give
much assistence im evalweting the sudmitted chengas
becsuse the issuee being litigated before the Court
mersly decided whether ths one-persca, emo-wvete require-
meut of the Fourtsenth Amsndment was satisfied, and did
not weigh the possible sffects of such en election system
on Fifteenth Amendment rights.

Cnder the facts preseated by your submissiom, I
delieve that the electicus held on Deceamder &, 1971,
should bs reconducted, without wiing the Charter Asend-
ments which bgve been objectead te. Tais spproach {s
: conglsteat with the decisicn enter=d en Octobsr 29, 1971,
7. {inbnited Steres v, V. H. Cohen, et al, Civil Acticve
: No. 2882, United States Ristrict Couwrt for the Southern
' District of Georgia. The facts in that csse wers sintlsr
te this one, and Alexsnder Lawrence, Chief Judge, ordered
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legelly i gxisv
Sectisn 3 of the Yeting Righes Acst of 196S.
Plosss advise this Depertimat withia fiftsea (135)

days of your declsion ceacerning the pessibilitiss of
held now sloction wnder the circumstences descrided,

a

1f after studying ths matter, you still feel that
Zevence vould be fruitful, we will be hajpy to srrengs
soca as possidle,

Sfrcerely,

DAVID L. EORIMRX
Ausiatgnt Attorsey Goawrzal
Civil 2igkes Divisica




